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“Canal Days” Set for July 7 and 8


Whether coming to “Canal Days” is an annual tradition for you and your family or you have never attended, put this date on your calendar for an enjoyable outing for all ages.  

The fun begins at 10 o’clock Saturday morning July 7 with Delphi’s traditional Independence Day Parade, starting near Canal Park on North Washington Street and ending there about noon when parade prizes will be announced at the Wabash & Erie Conference and Interpretive Center. On Sunday the day will begin with an open invitation from Calvary Fellowship Church to attend its outdoor service at 10 o’clock at Canal Park.  The Park is at 1030 North Washington Street. 

All buildings at Canal Park will be open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  Watch the blacksmith at work in his shop, or a weaver demonstrating looming skills. See a display of Indian artifacts or visit the one-room log school house, a recent addition to the park.  Tour the Reed Case House, the two-story Federal style house built in 1844 by Mr. Case, the contractor who built the Wabash & Erie Canal through Delphi.  Take your time through the Interpretive Museum to learn how the canal was built and about the people who built it.  Many 

hands-on exhibits will attract the interest of visitors of all ages.

And there’s more!  Talented craftsman and artisans

will display and demonstrate pioneer skills such as basket-

making, china painting, water coloring, crocheting and tatting, 

candle making, carving wooden toys and bowls, flint-knapping 

and leather making. Children’s games and pioneer activities will 

be offered throughout both days. Take time to shop for handmade 

crafts, pottery, paintings, books and plants at the Bowen Cabin

Crafts Gift Shop.  

Hungry after a walk on the towpath trails? (Walk on your

own or join narrated walks at 4 p.m. each day.)  Try Allbaugh’s

barbeque sandwiches, or visit the Canal Association’s Snack

Shack where hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken will be offered 

hot off the grill to go with homemade pies and ice cream.  Or

perhaps you stopped at Honan Hall on Monroe Street between

6 and 10 a.m. Saturday for the Rotary Club’s Pancake Breakfast.


Time to take a rest?  Catch a ride in a horse-drawn carriage (Sunday only) or pony cart, or board the canal boat for a ride on the canal at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. each day.  (The boat is a temporary stand-in for the real thing that will be ready for launching in a couple of years.)  

To top off each day, join Mark Smith for a narrated history walk along Front Street at 7 p.m. Saturday and around the Courthouse Square at 7 p.m. Sunday.  See you at Canal Days!

PLEASE NOTE: FRUIT PIES ARE NEEDED AT THE SNACK SHACK BOTH DAYS!
Board Members Elected; Anderson’s Gift Received

At the Annual Meeting of Wabash & Erie Canal, Inc., April 17 four board members were re-elected to serve three-year terms.  They were Karen Bradshaw, Mary Crary, Ed Gruber and Annadell Lamb.  The following officers for 2007-2008 were elected by the board at its May meeting: Dan McCain, president; Bill Draper, vice president; Frances French, secretary, and Ed Gruber, treasurer.


Jim Cripe, representing The Andersons, presented a check for $10,000 to the Canal Association for sponsorship of the Reception Desk in the Canal Center.  An appropriate plaque will be installed on the desk to thank The Andersons for this generous gift. Additional rooms and exhibit areas in the Canal Center are still available for individuals or businesses to sponsor. 


Wally Dolan proved to be an interesting speaker when he told about 1800s education and what it was like to teach and learn in a one-room school house.  His presentation was filmed for a DVD that will be available for future programs and use of school groups. 


Sponsors of the various rooms in the Reed Case House were recognized and thanked for their vital part in the restoration of the house.  Their work and support helped earn the Case House the coveted Preservation Plaque from Wabash Valley Trust for Historic Preservation in 2006. The green marble plaque is now affixed to the front of the house. Those receiving citations and a special thank you were The Gruber Family, the Hildebrand Family, the McCain family, Jim and Frances French, Martha Justice, Richard and Polly Grantham, Delphi Class of 1958, and Jim and June Davis.  

Delphi’s Architecture Chosen for Children’s Camp 
Delphi’s nineteenth century architecture will be featured June 26 and 27 during an award-winning ArchiCamp sponsored jointly by Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana and our Wabash & Erie Canal Association.  

The camp is limited to 20 youngsters ages 8 to 12 who will have the opportunity to travel back in time as they discover the history of Delphi and its early architecture. There’s still time to register by the June 21 deadline.  The $25 fee includes materials and refreshments. Reservations can be made by calling 800-450-4534 or by contacting Suzanne Stanis at stanis@historiclandmarks.org.  

Camp activities will include a canal boat ride, a trolley tour of Delphi’s historic architecture, and a visit to the old Opera House now under renovation.  Camp activities will include making decorative plaster medallions and constructing a town of model buildings with recycled materials. 


The ArchiCamp program was recognized by the American Association of State and Local History in 2006 when it was chosen to receive its “Leadership in History Award” for preservation and interpretation of state and local history.

Canal Trails are Ideal for Leisure and Fitness Walks

A wide array of walks on Delphi’s historic trails is offered for this summer.  They range from casual, narrated walks to physical fitness walks led by Lois Johnston, RN.  Post this schedule near your calendar and join us for fun and good health.


June 16 – 1 p.m. Physical Fitness Walk with Lois Johnston (a long walk) from Canal Center.


June 16 and 17 – Bring the family to Heritage Transportation Festival to walk or bike the trails.


July 7 – 1 p.m. Physical Fitness Walk with Lois Johnston (a long walk) from Canal Center


July 7 and 8 – Canal Days narrated walks at 4 p.m. each day.


July 15 – 4 p.m. Sunday Walk by Marlene Charlesworth (departure place to be announced)


July 21 – 2 p.m. Riley Poetry Reading by Mark Smith (Trail location to be announced)


August 12 – 4 p.m. Sunday Walk by Marlene Charlesworth (place to be announced)


September 8 – 1 p.m. Physical Fitness Walk with Lois Johnston (long walk) from Canal Center


September 15 – 2 p.m. IOOF Cemetery Walk by Mark Smith; narration of canal era people


September 30 – 3 p.m. Sunday Walk by Marlene Charlesworth (place to be announced)  

Visit our Website – wabashanderiecanal.org

Number of School Tours Increases

We thought the fall “school tour season” was busy, but it pales in comparison with the way the schedule quickly filled up this spring.  Susan Feller, tour coordinator, reports that 791 students and chaperones visited the Interpretive Center and Canal Park venues this spring, compared to 400-plus last fall. “That puts the number right at 1,200 for the school year,” Susan says.  “More than half of these students were from schools whose classes had not been to Canal Park in past years.” 


Students not only visited the Interpretive Center museum, they took towpath walks, rode on the pontoon boat, toured the Reed Case House or the one-room log school house.  The school is the newest place to visit, having been brought to the grounds late last fall.  “Since the school is new to us, we did not schedule as many groups to visit the building as we will in the future,” Susan says. Wally Dolan has played School Master for both school and adult groups since December.


None of the tours would have been possible without these volunteers who guided tours: Earleen Alvarez, Bob Quinn, David Kelly, Ruth Crawn, Polly and Dick Grantham, Marlene Charlesworth, Wilma Shackleton, Linda Smeltzer, Sandy Rickey, Mark Smith and Mary Crary.  Gordon Stevens and Dan McCain captained the boat.  Dieidre Duncan, Mary, Mark and Dan took classes on towpath walks. Pat Draper kept all the groups going in the direction of their next tour. Edithe Berninger also helped with this job in the past.  Annadell Lamb and Mark Smith took groups through the Reed Case House. Thanks to all the volunteers who gave their time and talents!

Gift of Research and Photos Received

At the May meeting of the Archives Committee, the members approved the acquisition of the research papers, documents and photographs that author Darrell Bakken, of Indianapolis, used in writing his book Now That Time Has Had Its Say. The book describes the history of the Central Canal primarily in Marion County, a waterway that was to connect to the Wabash & Erie Canal.


Basically there are four collections in Bakken’s materials: Central Canal Marion County, Central Canal in Johnson and Morgan counties, the Indianapolis Water Company, and the Old Pump House. He estimates there are 1,000 photos. Bakken is doing the initial cataloging of eight boxes of materials that will then be entered into our Past Perfect archival records system.


This is one of the larger additions to the growing collection of historic items, books, maps and papers that will be stored in the Archives Room at the Canal Center and be made available to researchers of canal history.  Our thanks to Mr. Bakken for adding these items to our collection.

Thanks and Congratulations!

A big Hip-Hip-Hooray to Canal Society of Indiana for its gift of $10,000, presented during the Society’s May tour of the Canal Park and other canal-related and historic sites in Carroll and Tippecanoe counties.  The gift will be applied to the Canal Boat Fund.  This fund is being used to offset the extra costs incurred when poor soil conditions were found at the boat warehouse site. 


And congratulations to Bob and Carolyn Schmidt, of Fort Wayne, who received the Distinguished Hoosier Award, one of Indiana’s highest awards, during the CSI banquet at the Canal Center.  The award acknowledges the individual contributions of this hard-working husband and wife team to interpret Indiana’s canal history.   Bob has served as CSI president for 16 years. Carolyn is the able editor of the Hoosier Packet, CSI’s primary publication.  Together they have arranged many tours for canal buffs, including this spring’s tour that brought many participants to Delphi.

Stearns Truss Bridge Update

Workers have finished the unique foundation structures for the bridge that will span the canal near the Pizza Hut, and anticipate the bridge will be moved into place by mid- to late summer.  Work continues on painting all the parts of the bridge before it is re-assembled.  After it is in place, the flooring will be laid, using donated logs from the Pike Lumber Company. Anyone wanting to help with the bridge work can join the group on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at Canal Park. 
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Around and About the Canal . . . .
· Delphi’s Independence Day Parade will be during Canal Days weekend, but the fireworks display will be at 10 p.m. on July 4 at the High School football field.

· The Fort Wayne and Wabash Valley Traction Line Centennial Celebration will take place Sunday, July 1.  Ride the trolley and see the full-scale model of an electric streetcar.  Consult newspapers for time and place.

· We welcome new Life Members Tom and Mary Ives, loyal Canal Association supporters.  And we extend apologies to Lyndell Hawkins whose name was omitted from the growing  list of Life Members published in the Spring Newsletter.

· Volunteers gathered on May 19 to plant flowers in Canal Park and along Delphi’s Historic Trails. The flowers add so much beauty for our visitors to enjoy. 

· The canal boat (until our real one is built) is in operation each Saturday at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and again on Sunday at 2 p.m., weather permitting.

· Canal and trails volunteers who worked this past year were honored at Volunteer Recognition Day at Canal Park June 2.  Thanks to the Delphi Psi Iota Xi sorority for providing lunch for the volunteers.  After lunch hikers left for a long walk to the site where the Stearns Truss Bridge will be placed over the canal then some continued to Sunset Point.

· Thanks to Barbara McCain for a small weaving loom which she had used in her classroom in Camden.  Plans are being discussed to make a loom house in Canal Park.

· Do you have historic, canal-era items you wish to donate to the Canal Association?  If possible, bring items to the Canal Center and ask a volunteer to provide a Temporary Custody Receipt.  The Archives Committee will review all items to determine if they can be used. 
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Period Acting Group


to Perform Saturday


As a special treat on Saturday afternoon, several costumed performers from the historic Illinois and Michigan Canal Corridor west of Chicago will present a program at 1:30 p.m. in the Canal Center. Their presentation consists of monologues depicting ordinary people who made the canals a reality.  Before and after the performance they will circulate among our visitors, adding to the canal-era atmosphere of our pioneer village in Canal Park. 











